
Frequent Questions About Getting an Absentee Ballot in Wisconsin 

Under what circumstances can I get an Absentee Ballot? 

Any registered voter in Wisconsin can get an absentee ballot for upcoming elections.  You do 
not need a reason to vote absentee.  Many people who travel for work or who may be away on 
election day use this type of ballot.  You do not have to be confined to your home.  You can 
request an absentee ballot for all of the elections occurring during the calendar year.   You need 
to re-apply each year for an absentee  ballot and confirm your current address.  Elections for 
2024 will be held on February 20th (Spring primary for local government positions), Aril 2nd 
(Presidential primary and Spring elections for local government), August 13th (Fall primary), and 
November 5th (Fall general election).


Do I need special identification to get an absentee ballot? 

You will need to supply a copy of a government issued picture ID such as your Wisconsin ID or 
Wisconsin Driver’s License or a passport the first time you request an absentee ballot.  Student 
ID’s commonly do not qualify as adequate identification.  Your photo is kept on file after the 
first application.  You do not need to provide a photo ID if you are away on military service or if 
you are permanently confined to your home by illness or infirmity. 


You can get a Wisconsin ID with your picture at any Department of Motor Vehicle office even if 
you do not want a driver’s license.  By law, you cannot be charged for this ID if the purpose is 
to be able to vote.  The DMV office in Juneau County is at 318 E. State Street, Mauston.  To get 
a free voter ID you will need the following documents:


• Proof of Name and Date of Birth (such as birth certificate) 
• Proof of Identity (Social Security card, Medicaid/Medicare Card, etc.)
• Wisconsin Residency (utility bill, government mail, lease, etc.)
• Proof of U.S. Citizenship (U.S. birth certificate or citizenship paperwork)
• Social Security number if you have one.

How soon can I use the absentee ballot? 

The ballot comes to you through the mail several weeks before the date of the election.  You 
can return the ballot by mail with your vote at any time prior to the election.  Your precinct clerk 
must have the ballot on or before the date of the election.  Your ballot will not count if it is 
mailed on election day.  The post office recommends mailing one week prior to the election to 
be clear it is delivered to your clerk and counted.  You may personally deliver  your ballot to the 
office of your clerk or a site designated by the clerk.  You can drop the absentee ballot at your 
voting place on election day up to the time of polls closing at 8 PM. The deadline to apply for 
an absentee ballot is 5 days prior to the scheduled election.


You must not cast an absentee ballot and vote in person at your precinct voting place on 
election day.


How to I make an application for an absentee ballot? 

The easiest way to complete an application is online at myvote.wi.gov.  You can upload your 
photo ID at this site the first time you apply.  If you do not have access to the Internet or do not 
feel confident in your computer skills you can get assistance at your local public library.  The 
library can provide a paper copy of the application for absentee ballot and assist with 
photocopy of your ID.  




You can also contact your election clerk in person, by mail, or phone to have an application 
mailed to you.  The contact information of the clerks are noted below.  






